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COUNCIL FILE NO.: 


MONUMENT NO. 


NR 


SCL 


HABS/HAER 


DATE UC 


HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION 

NOTE: PLEASE USE THE ATTACHED INSTRUCTIONS WHEN PREPARING THIS FORM . IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED, FEEL FREE TO 

ADD AS MANY EXTRA SHEETS AS DESIRED. 


IDENTIFICATION 


1. MAME O c PRQpn^rn moni imfnit Little Country Church 


Holl 


2. STREET ADDRESS 


1750 N. 



le Street 


CITY 


Los Angeles 


STATE 


CA 


ZIP 90028 


COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 11 


3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER 



(ATTACH PARCEL MAP) 


4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT 


10149 


BLOCK 


LOT(S) 2 agd4 


ARB NO 


5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY 


6. PRESENT OWNER 


STREET ADDRESS 


Little Countv Church of Hollywood 


P.0. Box 613 


CITY 


Hollywood 


STATE CA 


ZIP 9QQ78 


PHONE (21 3 ) 464-91 94 


OWNERSHIP IS: PRIVATE 


7. PRESENT USE 


Church 


PUBLIC 


ORIGINAL USE 


Same 


DESCRIPTION 


8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 



STRUCTURE 


Built in 1934 bybraembers of the congregation from plans drawn by architect Paul 
Kingsbury, the Little Country Church of Hollywood is set in extensive gardens with 
specimen shrubs and trees and brick-enclosed flagstone walks. The two acre, steeply- 
sloping site is located at the corner of Yucca and Argyle Streets in Hollywood. in 
plan the building is essentially rectangular, with an ell addition on the north 
Cladding is weatherboard. The double central doors are approached across a broad 
flagstone terrace and set into a Tuscan surround. The entablature is simple: a plai n 
architrave and frieze surmounted by a molded cornice. Above the door a double row of 
molding runs across the facade, forming the base of the triangular pediment which has 
contrasting vertical siding and an oval bull's -eye window. The shingled pyramidal 
spire arises from a square belfry which has elaborated two-stage molding and small 
lantern louvers on the north and south. The south elevation has five large doubl e - hun 
iuS-paned windows; one contains multi-colored panes, all windows have louvered 


g 






















name OF PROPOSED MONUMENT _ auntrv C hurrh nf Hollyw ood • - _ 
10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL 1 934 _ESTIMATED 


11 

12 . 

13 . 

14 . 

15 . 


ARCHITECT, DESIGNER OR ENGINEER 
CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER 


Paul 



Church congregation 



DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 

CONDITION: EXCELLENT_ GOOD_* 

NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE_ 

ALTERATIONS _ Transoms above doorway 


FAIR 



DETERIORATED 




16. THREATS TO SITE: 


NONE KNOWN 


x 


PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 


ZONING 


VANDALISM 


PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 


OTHER 


17. IS THE STRUCTURE: 


ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE_x 


MOVED 


UNKNOWN 


SIGNIFICANCE 


18. BRIEFLY STATE HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE. INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE SITE. 

The Country Church of Hollywood is on the site of the A.G. Bartlett estate. The 
Bartlett gardens were extensive and contained exotic shrubs and trees cultivated by 
Mr. Bartlett, an avid horticulturist. Many of these specimen plants remain on the 
site. In the early thirties the estate was subdivided and the imposing Mission 
Revival mansion and gatehouse demolished. Architect Paul Kingsbury drew up the 

plans for the church to seat about 300 persons. In April of 1934, the Los Angeles _ 

Times reported that "labor had been recruited from the congregation working in relays 
in the roles of carpenter, plumber and painter." The church was built sound proof and 
ready for broadcasting. Its pastor, Dr. William Hogg was a Tennessee preacher who had 
been a chaplain in World War I. He came to Hollywood with his family in 1932 and 
began broadcasting church services on KFAC and KFVD. Hogg, known as Pastor Josiah 
Hopkins, made daily local broadcasts from the Country Church and national broadcasts 
Sunday mornings and evenings until his death in 1937. His wife Sarah continued to 
broadcast the programs until 1956. During the 1940s the church became an important 


contd 


19. MAIN THEME OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCE: 


ARCHITECTURE_1 


ARTS & LEISURE 


ECONOMIC/INDUSTRIAL 


EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 


GOVERNMENT 


MILITARY 


RELIGION 


2 


SOCIAL EDUCATION 


20. SOURCES (LIST BOOKS, DOCUMENTS, SURVEYS, PERSONAL INTERVIEWS WITH DATES.) 


See attached sheet 


21. DATE FORM PREPARED 


Jul y 14 , 1 . 99 2 


ORGANIZATION 


CITY 


PREPARER'S NAME 



STREET ADDRESS 


a fin 




PHONE ( 
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FOR OFFICE USE: 


' 


LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 
(213) 485-2433 


COUNCIL FILE NO.: 


^ I 


MONUMENT NO 


NR 


SCL 


HABS/HAER 


DATE UC 


HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT APPLICATION 

NOTE: PLEASE USE THE ATTACHED INSTRUCTIONS WHEN PREPARING THIS FORM . IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED, FEEL FRcE T ° 

ADD AS MANY EXTRA SHEETS AS DESIRED. 


IDENTIFICATION 


1. NAME OF PROPOSFD MONHMFNT Little Country Church of Hollywood 


2. STREET ADDRESS 


1750 N. Argyle Street 


CITY 


Los Angeles 


STATE 


CA 


ZIP 90028 


3. ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER 


5546-rm -nrm 


COUNCIL DISTRICT NO. 12 


(ATTACH PARCEL MAP) 


4. COMPLETE LEGAL DESCRIPTION: TRACT 


10149 


BLOCK 


LOT(S) 2 and4 


ARB NO 


5. RANGE OF ADDRESSES ON PROPERTY 


6. PRESENT OWNER 


Little County Church of Hollywood 


STREET ADDRESS 


P.0. Box 613 


CITY Hollywood 


STATE CA 


ZIP 90078 


PHONE (21 3 ) 



OWNERSHIP IS: PRIVATE _JL 


PUBLIC 


7. PRESENT USE 


Church 


ORIGINAL USE 


Same 


DESCRIPTION 

8. ARCHITECTURAL STYLE American Classical -Revival —^___ 

9. BRIEFLY STATE THE PRESENT PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE OR STRUCTURE. 

Built in 1934 by':raembers of the congregation from plans drawn by architect Paul 
Kingsbury, the Little Country Church of Hollywood is set in extensive gardens with 
specimen shrubs and trees and brick-enclosed flagstone walks. The two acre, steeply 
sloping site is located at the corner of Yucca and Argyle Streets in Hollywood. i n 
plan the building is essentially rectangular, with an ell addition on the north 
Cladding is weatherboard. The double central doors are approached across a broad 
flagstone terrace and set into a Tuscan surround. The entablature is simple: a plain 
architrave and frieze surmounted by a molded cornice. Above the door a double row of 
molding runs across the facade, forming the base of the triangular pediment which has 
contrasting vertical siding and an oval bull's -eye window. The shingled pyramidal 
spire arises from a square belfry which has elaborated two-stage molding and small 
lantern louvers on the north and south. The south elevation has five large double-hunq 
multi-paned windows; one contains multi-colored panes; all windows have louvered 





































NAME OF PROPOSED MONUMENT _ 



f Hoi 1 vwnorl 


10. CONSTRUCTION DATE: FACTUAL 


1 934 


ESTIMA'i iJ 


11 ARCHITECT, DESIGNER OR ENGINEER 


Paul Kingsbury 



12. CONTRACTOR OR OTHER BUILDER 


Church con 


ation 



13. DATES OF ENCLOSED PHOTOGRAPHS 


1991 



14. CONDITION: EXCELLENT 


GOOD 


FAIR 


DETERIORATED 


NO LONGER IN EXISTENCE 


15. ALTERATIONS 


Transoms above doorwa 




16. THREATS TO SITE: 


NONE KNOWN 




PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 


ZONING 


VANDALISM 


PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT 


OTHER 



17. IS THE STRUCTURE 


ON ITS ORIGINAL SITE 


x 


MOVED 


UNKNOWN 


SIGNIFICANCE 


18 


HISTORICAL AND/OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE. INCLUDE DATES, EVENTS, AND PERSONS ASSOCIATED 


WITH THE SITE. 


The Country Church of Hollywood is on the site of the A.G. Bartlett estate. The 

J . , , • n _J.J- an/? frooe fllltl P\ TPH 


me lountry lhuilh ui j . y ™— -- 

Bartlett gardens were extensive and contained exotic shrubs and trees cultivated by 

^ . • w - x: i-U ~ rh 1 ^ Th +■ Q TPITlflin Oil the 


Mr. Bartlett, 


iiO - - —-- . . <1 

an avid horticulturist. Many of these specimen plants remain on the 


Reviva^mansion^and gatehouse "demolished. Architect Paul Kingsbury drew up the 
Acvi vax. iua .1 n _ -f i Q 7 A. thp T.os Anae 


L 1 CLL/ uviu uvi ^ j * , _ _ • • 

In the early thirties the estate was subdivided and the imposing Mission 


plans 


for the church to seat about 300 persons. In April of 1934, the Los Angel es 

a. wx r- .1 h t .mrV i nn in TP 


rPles^of carpenter, plumber and painter." The church was built sound proof and 
in one r . t i ; Tonnpcispp nreacher who had 


or tne cnurui lu o to. u ^ w r - j . —-—:-. 

reported that "labor had been recruited from the congregation working in relays 

* , • i ii mi u, - ^ t.t-=*<?• Kni i +“ cminn nrnof nnn 


William Hogg was a Tennessee preacher who had 

^ _ A ^ ~ • 


ready for broadcasting. Its pastor, Dr. William aogg was a • To„ «nd 

been a chaplain in World War I. He came to Hollywood with his familym 193^ 


began broadcasting church services oh KRAC and KFVD H°gg Known as Pastor dosiah 


Hopkins, 


made daily local broadcasts from the Country Church and national broadcasts 

y ... His wife Sarah continued to 


Sunday mornings and evenings until his death in 1937. 


broadcast the programs until ,956. During the ,940s the church became an important 


contd 


19. MAIN THEME OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCE: 


ARCHITECTURE 



ARTS & LEISURE 


ECONOMIC/INDUSTRIAL 


EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 


GOVERNMENT 


MILITARY 


RELIGION 


2 


SOCIAL EDUCATION 




20 . 


DOCUMENTS 




21. DATE FORM PREPARED 



PREPARER'S NAME 


Portia Lee 


ORGANIZATION 


CITY 



STREET ADDRESS 






HONE ( 




































HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP 



MEMORANDUM 


Date: 
To: 

From: 


RE: 


September 4, 2002 
David Judaken 
Christy Johnson McAvoy 
Jonathan Nettler 
Callie Batts 

The Little Country Church of Hollywood 



Sources of Information 


of Hollywood 


Resources 


material 


• t 


Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Permit Di 1 
University of California Los .Angeles Library, Special Collections 

City'of Los Angeles Public Library 

City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, Historic-Cultural I 
Cultural Affairs Commission 

Collections of Historic Resources Group and Christy Johnson McAvoy 


Brief Background History 


The Lillie Country Church of Hollywood was built in 1934 by Dr. William Hogg, who became known a 

Pastor Josiah Hopkins after moving to Hollywood from Tennessee in 1932. Hopkms fust held reltgious 

services in a tent pitched on land he leased on Argyle Avenue, a site that would eventually become the 
Little Counuv Church. This land was part of the former A.G. Bartlett estate, a sprawlmg landscape of 
e ”ensrtet?dens filled with exotic trees, shrttbs, and flowers. In the earlyH930s, the estate was 
subdivided and the existing Mission Revival style mansion and gatehouse demolished. The removal of 
the mansion made way for the eventual construction of the Little Country Church. In a brief WTien 


nev> 


church: 


My husband, Josiah Hopkins, and I drove up in front of this place one day, and 

J 1 . . ™ . • i_I ihL C r\\ i 


said to me, 


W 


I spot, honey! This 
be beautiful on the side of this hill, where the folks on l lollywood 


pointing 




Hopkins retained architect Paul Kingsbury to design the church. A native of Austria, Kingsbury atrxsv 
in the United States in 1920 and entered the University of Pennsylvania. Known for its work in 
residential architecture in the Los Angeles area, Kingsbury also designed several public school bmk-1, 






























HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP 

The Little Country Church of Hollywood 


2 


„ , ■ ,v in designing the Little Country 

Arcadia as well as the Arcadia City Hall. For is Colonial Revival 


Hollywood, Kingsbury 


- 0.1 LVJ ui 

early nineteenth century 


>se to incorporate eienicuu* 

structure reminiscent of the simple oree 


Construction began on February 25, 1934 with a labor force made up almost en ire y , 

from Pastor Hopkins’congregation. An article in the Los Angeles Times remar e a 
recruited from the congregation working in relays in the roles of carpenter, plumber, an pain er unng 
the various phases of construction.” The Church was dedicated on April 15, 1934, with participation by 
famous composer Carrie Jacobs Bond and a telegram from President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


Upon its completion, the Little Country Church became the site of regular religious radio broadcasts. 
Built to be “sound-proof’ and ready for national broadcasting, the Church provided a permanent home 
from which Pastor Hopkins could transmit his religious services. Pastor Hopkins is reputed to have 
become the nation’s first religious broadcaster when KFAC radio began to carry his show in 1932. The 
construction of the Church allowed him to continue broadcasting while simultaneously building a stable 
congregation. Pastor Hopkins made daily local broadcasts from the Little Country Church and national 
broadcasts on Sunday mornings and evenings until his death in 1937. His wife, Sarah, continued to 
broadcast the services until 1956. During the 1940s, the Church became an important venue for country 
gospel music, and well-known performers often appeared during Sunday Services. 


Architectural and Landscape Description 


The Little Country Church of Hollywood 
Argyle Avenue in Hollywood. The two-a 


essentially rectangular. 


The 


running parallel to the building s rectangular plan. The primary 


molding distinguishes 


tympanum, in the center of which is an ovular 


structure 


Fenestration of the side facades consists of wood frame, double-hung, twelve pane sash windows. The 
interior of the Church contains a stage where the altar would normally be. The seating capacity was 
approximately 300. The pulpit was composed of a wood veneer with intricate inlay work. The pews 
were hand-crafted from pine at the time of the Church’s construction (the pulpit and pews are no longer 
extant). An unusual feature of the interior was the so-called “dug-out,” a small place where Parson 
Hopkins retreated for prayer and meditation in the southeast comer of the Church. 

Th unrounding landscape is filled with various kinds of shrubs, trees, and other plants. According to 
S ‘ cords the original landscape architect was A.P. Howard of the firm Howard and Smith from 
histone re ’ - a Howar d designed a landscaped ripe with great masses of “hollyhocks, larkspur. 
MonteDCllO, I . _ KlopV-pvpri .Susans, irises, and daffodils.” There has been no 


Willi-. 


trees. 


sweet vv liuai , t - Qn Q f w hether any of these species still exist on the site. At the time o 
dependent con 1 . Qn designation, Dr. Portia Lee (author of the nomination) determi 

*** avocado ’ and eucalypms 
Nations and Additions 


of the 


determined that the 


Country Church of Hollywood. Building permits 
s added to the structure in 1954. This storage roo 

r’nnnrete floor. Termite reoairs were comnlerpH ,v 


Au gU: 


St 


was 




platform; 










I 


historic resources group 

The Little Country Church of Hollywood 



Historical Designations and Criteria 

-tiite and local authorities. In order for a building 
A property may be designated as histone by nat.o , ■ ^ California Register of Historical 

to qualify for listing in the National Register of^Histo» PI ^ MgeleS5 it mus t meet one or more 
Resources, or as a locally significant propc ,' t ls0 reta i n sufficient architectural integrity to 
identified criteria of significance. The ^^which it is hrstoncally associated. Tire Little Country 

SU of HoHywood has been fonnaUy Sted as Los Angeles Histone 


cainine automanc mciusiuii m uiw --- <=> . ^ 

Cultural Monument #567. An explanation of these designation. 


National Register of Historic Places 

The Little County Church of Hollywood was formally determined 
National Register of Histone Places on August 


it was 


44 


SS for sep-te Hsfing tough a consensus determination by a federa, agency 

_ rr__ 


Lhe State Historic Preservation Officer. 


The Little Country Church of Hollywood is eligible for “!!!SlT hTstOTC^esourc 


with 


StThaVa Hgh ,vel of h,stone integrity because it retos * 


that are 11 

history.” 

materials, and workmanship. Very f 
to the building have been very small 


-- - 

gnificant contribution to the broad patterns ot our 


National Register of Historic Places is "an authoritative guide to be used by federal, state, and loj 

governments, pnvate groups, and citizens to identify the nation's 1 J 

nmo-rties should be considered for protection from destruction or impairment. The National Kegist 

adrSristered by the National Park Service. However, the federal regulations explicitly provide that 

Register listing of pnva.e property "does not prohibtt under federal law or regulation any ac 
which may otherwise be taken by the property owner with respect to the property. Listing 
National Register assists in preservation of historic properties through: recognition t at a property 1 
significance to the nation, the state, or the community; consideration in the planning for e era or 
federally assisted projects; eligibility for Federal tax benefits; consideration in the decision to issue a 
surface coal mining permit; and qualification for Federal assistance for histone preservation, when ft 

are available. 


To be eligible for listing and/or listed in the National Register, a resource must possess significance in 
Amen can history and culture, architecture, or archaeology. Listing in the National Register i- pr tnur il> 
honorary and does not in and of itself provide protection of an historic resource. State and local laws and 
regulations may apply to properties listed in the National Register, for example, demolition or 
inappropriate alteration of National Register eligible structures may be subject to the. ( ahiunna 

Environmental Quality Act. 


California Register of Historical Resources 

By virtue of being determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the Little 
Country Church of Hollywood was automatically listed in the California Register of Historical Resources. 
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The Little Country Church of Hollywood 
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• • • j • Polifnmia used by StHtC Sfld locsl S^CTICICS, pTTV^p 

The California Register is an authoritative guide 1 . i- nrnnpr+i'pQ ^rp 


identify 


£.1 anu imzciis jutiiuAy uiv - . , oVianap 

protected, to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantia a \erse 


The criteria for eligibility for listing in the California Register are based upon National Register criteria 

The California Register consists of resources that are listed automatically and t ose t a mus e 

nominated through an application and public hearing process. The California Register automatically 
includes the following: 


• California properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places (Category 1 in the State 
Inventory of Historical Resources) and those formally Determined Eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places (Category 2 in the State Inventory). 

• California Registered Historical Landmarks from No.0770 onward. 

• Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the Office of Historic 

Preservation (OHP) and have been recommended to the State Historical Resources Commission 
for inclusion in the California Register. mmission 

Other resources which may be nominated for listing in the California Register include: 

• Historical resources with a significance rating of Category 3 through 5 in the r 

(Categories 3 and 4 refer to potential eligibility for the National Register while * / nventOT T- 
indicates a property with local significance.) ’ 6 ^ ate 80 ry 5 

• Individual historical resources. 

• Historical resources contributing to historic districts. 

• Historical resources designated or listed as a local landmark. 


City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument 


The Little Country Church of Hollywood was designated a City of Los Antt-le, u 

- AAtAk^p o 1 goo ft «e cnujid^h t am j i_ ision 


Monument on October 2, 1992 
and the landscape and walkways 


Cultural 

'cments, 


The Cultural Heritage Ordinance was adopted by the Los Angeles City Council m l %2 ^ 

1985 (sections 22.120 et seq. of the Administrative Code). The Ordinance created a CuIturTH^ ln 
Commission and criteria for designating Histone-Cultural Monuments. The Commission ts el 
five citizens, appointed by the Mayor, who have exhibited a knowledge of Los .Angeles’ historl"^ 
and architecture. Section 22.130 of the Ordinance states that a historical or cultural monument ’" tUre 

is anv site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), 
hmlding or structure of particular historical or cultural significance to the ( iry of 
a teles such as histone structures or sites in which broad cultural, political, 
eZLoric or social his.orv of .he nation, sla.tr, or common,., rcllcc.cci 

(.UJUvliuo j_.1, l.tiiioir , wm \i it... laa'c. . 


personages or wun important 


events in 


mam 


work of a 

influenced his age. 


guishing charactensn 

or a study of a period sty 

master builder, designer 



specimen 


method 
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Each nomination is reviewed by the Commission, then the Arts, Health and Humanities Committee of the 
City Council and the City Council as a whole. Any of these bodies may reject or defer a nomination. 

Once a property has been designated a Monument, the Cultural Heritage Commission and its staff review 
permits for alteration, relocation or demolition. The Commission has the authority to delay demolition of 
a Monument for up to 360 days. Locally designated cultural resources are presumed to be historically 
significant under the California Environmental Quality Act. Therefore the demolition and/or inappropriate 

alteration of Monuments requires environmental review. 


Potential Character-Defining Features 

The Little Country Church of Hollywood has been designated 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places. These 


significance and integrity 


determinations are based on the property 
i’s significance and integrity are varioi 


features 


surrounding site landscape. Potential character-defining features of the Little Country 


the following: 


Surrounding gardens 
Steeply sloped site 

Flagstone walkways (need to confirm with further research) 

Rectangular plan of the original Church building 

Elements of the Classical and Colonial Revival architectural styles 

Gable roof 

Wood framing of the original Church 

Original wood clapboard siding 

Primary fapade of the Church with the Doric pilasters, tympanum, and bulls-eye window 
Pediment with distinguishing molding 


Square tower 

t 1 _ffu drU Monble-hune. twelve 


Next Steps and Recommendations 


The 


determine 


jUallusuajj^ - . i x 

Further analysis of the hardscape (flagstone, brick, concrete materials) 

Explore use of tax credits and easements as financial tools for development 

Obtain copies of historic photographs at UCLA Special Collections . , c , , 

Determine if the client’s proposed scope of work meets the Secretary of the Interior s Standaros 
Determine level of environmental review based on proposed project 
Internet search for memorabilia related to the Little Country Church 


forward 


Please call Bryan Fahrbach at (323) 469- 


Thank 


cc: 


Bill Roschen 













Date: January 23, 2003 
To: David Judaken 

c/o The Garden of Eden 

7080 Hollvwood Boulevard, Suite 307 

Hollywood. CA 90028 
From: Christy Johnson McAvoy 

Callie Batts 

RE: Little Country Church of Hollvwood 



The following memo provides a description of the meeting between Historic Resources Group and Jay 

Oren from the Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs on January 21, 2003. Issues discussed 

included the histone significance of the landscape and hardscape, the proposed changes to the existing 

church building, new construction on the site, and documentation needed to support an application. 

Landscape and Hardscape 

1. Connection of the current landscape to the historic landscape of the Bartlett estate and the original 

church property has not been identified. There is a possibility that portions of the existing 
landscape date from either the Bartlett estate or the original construction of the church. More 
research must be done to determine the historic significance of the landscape or to document a 
lack of significance. 

2. HRG does not believe that the existing hardscape is an original or a character-defining feature of 

the property. However, the Cultural Affairs Department will consider the hardscape historically 
significant unless proven otherwise. Thus, documentation must be provided to clarify the 
significance of the hardscape. 

3. In order to ensure that the landscape and hardscape have been fully researched and documented 

the Cultural Affairs Department will require the preparation of a Cultural Landscape Report to 
accompany the building permit application. 

Proposed Changes to the Existing Church Building 

1. Skylights 

Mr Oren does not recommend the installation of skylights due to the removal of histone fabric 
and possible disruption of visual sight lines. As an alternative, Mr. Oren recommends the 
installation of intenor artificial lighting attached to the wood trusses. 


(323) 469 


J728 Whitley Ave., Hollywood, CA 90028 
-^349 * fax (323) 469-0491 * e-mail: HKG@HistoricLA.com 
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2. Original interior wood paneling . 

Mr. Oren does not recommend painting directly on the wood paneling. The insta a ion o 

drywall to encapsulate the original paneling might be a feasible option, but care must be taken to 
not damage or remove the paneling. 

3. Widened opening on the west facade . 

Mr Oren does not recommend the widening of the existing opening on the west elevation. The 
amount of open access space gained by such a door does not seem to justify the disruption of 
original fabric. Alternatively, Mr. Oren suggests the installation of a new set of double doors in 
the east lobby wall to increase access to the main auditorium/reception area. 

4 Window replacement 

Mr. Oren does not recommend complete window replacement. Original windows should :>e 
repaired and rehabilitated where possible. 

5. Kitchen remodeling 

All proposed work to create a fully functioning kitchen was approved in concept by Mr. Oren. 
This work includes all equipment and the addition of the refrigeration closet on the east el _ ati r 
of the building. The exterior of the refrigeration closet should be clad in wood. 

6 . New bathrooms 

Mr. Oren approved all proposed bathrooms in concept. 

New Construction 

] New construction fronting Argyle Avenue was not well received by Mr. Oren. He suggested that 

the only feasible site for new construction was at the southwestern corner facing south. He also 
maintained that the CRA would be critical in this. 

2 To properl v assess the impacts of new construction, Mr. Oren requested documents that review 

the entire property as a whole and evaluate the impacts of phased construction (see below). 

Additional Documentation 

Mr Oren suggested that the following documents might need to be prepared in order to fully document 
the property, create a thorough understanding of the historic significance of the site, and comply with 

local regulations and environmental review: 

• Cultural Landscape Report, including a list of character-defining features for the church building 

• Environmental Impact Documents 

Mr. Oren did not believe that previously prepared environmental documentation was sufficient for this 
project 

Valid Permits 

1. Review of the Cultural Heritage Commission file revealed environmental documents for Susan 

Moore’s project in draft form, including a proposed mitigated negative declaration numbered 
MND-98-0411-CUB(ZV)(CCR). The current status of these documents must be discussed with 
the City of Los Angeles Planning Department. 

2. A determination report from the Los Angeles City Board of Zoning Appeals indicates that the 

zoning variance and the conditional use permit were granted effective September 11, 1999. 

A permit dated May 24. 2002 for roof and floor joist repairs appears to still be valid. 

4. The Cultural Heritage Commission file does not appear to contain Permit #00016-10000-03967 

issued on May 17, 2000 approving the church building’s change of use from a church to a 
theater/auditorium 
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Griffith Park Boulevard 


Los Angeles 


664-4203 


February 14, 2004 


Area Surveys 
Aro irrecru ral Research 
Historic Property Research 
Planning & Development Assessment 


Jay Oren 

City Historic Preservation Officer 
Cultural Heritage Commission 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Mr. Oren: 


Little Country Church of Hollywood 
Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument No. 567 
Proposed Secretary of the Interior Renovation dated 7-4-2003 

I have obtained copies of the proposed renovation plan of the Little ( ountry ( liurch and 
I would like to call to your attention certain aspects of the current renovation plans that, it 
carried out, could seriously impact the property s historic significance. 


NORTH BUILDING 


Alongside the rear north side of the church is an attached building, approximately 20 \ tK 
feet with gabled roof, raise-able side walls and weatherboard siding. From inside this 

- M 4 . fl I I _ _ I — A ^ A • • 4 M L*. 


building, occupants could pass through the doors or look through a large window into i e 
sanctuary. The interior walls and ceiling are uncovered, exposing the structural wood 
framing. An architectural detail of note are the six movable wall sections on the north and 
south sides, hinged at the top so that these panels could be lifted up and latched to the 
exposed ceiling joists. This feature allowed most of the room to be opened up to the 

outside These wall sections, designed in the style of “Akron doors, elements 

characteristic of vernacular rural church architecture, no longer appear opciublc, hi mvc 
the oS hinge hardware and Y-brackets intact. Akron doors made it possible to divide 
the central auditorium space for Sunday school purposes, or allow the congregation access 

TZ&7Z Lure also allowed MU*. .•" 

the Little Country Churcb indicate that .Her open* ^ 

similarly used for Sunday school classes. rcceprions an. aI.Inmn.L I . # .. ^ 

crowds when the church had popu ar coun ry ‘ . c Commission indicate that this 

broadcast services. The renoval.on p ans su *r with .Secretary of the Interior's 

xr C : th'rsr :"iid“:h,, ** „ — 
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Letter to Jay Oren stating that work 
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building p 
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behalf of the Little Country Church 
of Hollywood against Susan Fine 
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mitigated 


declaration for the conversion of the 
church into a theater/banquet hall 
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building.. 
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Department of E 
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: \ ]TT1,E COUNTRY CHURCH HF 1101,0 WOOt 


by Sister Sarah Hopkins 


One day, sitting in the California Sln”°S 

wood and Vine, while the «‘reet ca. WU* ^ hc hft( , seen his 
numbers of cats were passing evity . whispered in 

hopes and dreams fail, jottah « * ^ ^ mp „ Bnd 

his heart. “Build a tittle country clin ch ^ fnth e,s and 

women can come hack to the simp ncithborinR with one 

mothers, and where people can ?5‘ '"'U t £ V«faM of God.“ 

S3T-S SfZ 

^^nrL ^he^LitU*^Country'churdTol Hollywood started off without 

any money but with an estra .on January 2nd, 1933. 

It was first begun as a mdio nronora. J 

e£l : .«S*i» «>» *»w t t “ h ; n ra d 

jrs. sr, d ..t:rutu: tsrss^s^ - •* 

little churchy , nt the comer of Argyle and 

vSi'sSJS m s or u. .< b».w 

dr-s 

Josiah llopk.n^ and i drove up ^'1*Thi'J".! wh« we must put 
;!?, Hollywood Boulevard can see its 

down by one of the tr .rraneement to buy it! In fact, 

£ iZ t*»S—. •-* 

1 wr* ass* -•>-, zt? x,t. 

“ ,r:* ;, *. »c....... 

Franklin 0. Roosevelt. It came on April 15th, w 

u, r- < ■- rr^rJVi: 

Sy fr. h had been in splendid health until the beg.nnin* of 1936. 
Tfc. I^rd saw fit to take him Home on January 14th, 1937. 

Manv wonderful and aad days have come to us s.nce th«l day 
Many wono an stained ua. He has never failed us, and 

never will This Little Country Church of Hollywood is set upon 
SSI hilltop, in the heart of Hollywood, to stay until Jesus 

comes ngnin’ 
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*=> • 
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no m , %v 
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CV CO 


pi Resource Identifier. 

• 1 _ mK 


Coun.ryJ*-*^!^ 


Location 



Angele 



arGYLE ave 


City 


c . UTM: USGS Quad 


(7.5’/15') Date 


UTMs 


P3 . Description Descri* tesootce and its mai ot events. Incturie design. niateriais, condition, a,.orations, sfce, setting, 

ft ^ v ^ a a * I T r T ■ T r 1 r 


and boundaries): amidst lush Gardens on Argyle Avenue in Hollywood 

rattle Country Church of Hollywood si __ - nineteenth century..The built 


In 



i- ^-cade is framed by broad Doric 

running para vertically- sheathed tympanum, in the center o^ which is an ovula^ 



toward the west 


hung, twelve pane sash 


shinqle. Fenestration or toe w , , . . . 

windows. The building retains a high level of integrity in its design, use, and setting. 


P4. Resources Present: 



Building □ Structure □ Object □ Site □ District □ Element of District 



P6. Date Constructed/Age: 

Prehistoric e Historic n Both 

1934 (F) 



• • 


P7. Owner and Address 






P8. Recorded by: 

Christv Johnson McAvo 


Historic Resource 


1728 N. Whitley 


s Group 
Ave 



00-28 


P9. Date Recorded: 4/4 / 97 


P10, Type of Survey: 

[I] Intensive 


!_1 Reconnaissance 



Other 


Describe: _ 

•Section 106 Review 


for the Los 


Angeles Community Redevelopment 


P11. Report Citation (Provide full citation or enter “none."): 


Agency 




Attachments: □ NONE 


□ Map Sheet 


□ Continuation Sheet 


E Building, Structure, and Object Record 


□ District Record 


□ Linear Resource Record □ Other (List): 


# % 


\ ♦ i 
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0 ( California 

rTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 


Primary# 

HRI# 


jjlLDlNG, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 


2 of._ 

"Resource Identifier. 

® ” Historic Name: 


Country Church of Hollywood 


Common Name: 



Address: 

Holl 


ARGYLE AVE 





County: 


Anael 


Zip: 


90028 


Zoning: 


B6. Threats: 


Nearby 



Col 


Alterations and Date(s): 

1943 Addition at rear corner of church 


B9. 


19^4 9' x 12 1 tool storaae room added 

Moved?" E)No oYes □ Unknown Date: _ 


Original Location: 


BIO. Related Features: 


B11. Architect: 


Kingsbury 


# * 


Builder: 


612 


Historic Attributes (List attributes and codes): _I£ — Religious 


B13. Significance: iheme 

_A 


igious Broadcasting 


Area 


Angel 


Period of Significance 1934-1937 

% A _ T t • _ J 


Property Type Place o f wcrsr.~ 


Applicable Criteria 


terms 


Also address integrity.) 


The Little Country Church of Hollywood is r °i ig ious broadcasting. The building 

retains high integrity in all c£ the seven areas w ^ s h* since it has undergone 

retains ics historic location, ““9“' ‘ , nd iddic ions to the building have been very 

almost no alteration to the original stru - retains its historic associations, 

small or inconspicuously loc * tsc ' “ ^descendants of its original founder. The building is 

^rbiraiina to be used as a church by __ . _,^ee uni rh have allowed it to 

planted 


"talnlts integrity" of'setting and%eeling de^iti the changes in the surrounding cityscape. 


„ „„ ch ch o£ Hollywood was constructed by Dr. William Hogg, who beo.oe Known 

aftermo£ng to Hollywood from Tennessee in 1.31. (continued, 


El4. References: „ 

Please see Continuation Sneet 


BIS. Evaluator: 

Date of Evaluation: 













































































CONTINUATION SHEET 


Primary # 

HRI# 



□ Continuation 


Q Update 


Page 

Resource Identifier: 


LittleCount 


r^yr-rh of Holl 



■ f . rct . religious broadcaster when 

h orikinc is reputed to have become the nation actual services from th 

Faster hoph.ns is rep_ It appears that the acruai 


KFAC 


* J 



Country 


Church were broadcast on Sundays. 


exposure 



o 



services in a tent-pitched on land he leased on Argyi 


Country 


Archit 


Paul 


ZZliX TrT/iv*^Austria .ho also lived and practiced in Hollywood, was retained to 

&*LTlGSD\l±y t „ _• * _r 3QQ V *f r-\rr cr Vm 1 r-ir t* ra c 


iqn 


ngsbury 


in 



known 
whe; 


m 

, he moved his practice in 1940 to San Marino, 

QcsicnfiQ several public schools and the Arcadia City Hall. 

■ ■ 

iccordinc to a listing in Southwest Builder and Contractor, the construction of the 
buildinc was to be "handled by day labor under the supervision of the architect." An 
account of the building's progress in the Los Angeles Times two months later noted that 
the-construction was being done "almost entirely (by) volunteer workers drafted from the 
organization's congregation." Its setting was described as "a two-acre 
business center of Hollywood," which is largely intact today. 


park in the 
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September 17,2003 



Christy McAvoy, Principal 
Historic Resources Group 
1728 N. Whitley Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
christy@ historicla. com 

RE: Little Country Church, Historic-Cultural Monument #567 

1750 North Argyle Avenue 

PERMIT APPLICATION #03016-10000-08798 


DECISION LETTER 

Dear Ms. McAvoy: 



The Design and Historic Preservation Staff of the Cultural Affairs Department has reviewed the submitted 
plans dated July 9, 2003 for the proposed alterations at the above-referenced property. The project is subject 
to the application of the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards). 


On August 6, the Cultural Heritage Commission authorized staff to work with the applicant on the proposed 
project. On August 29, staff conducted a site visit with the applicant, the consultant team and Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) representative, Kipp Rudd, to verify the existing conditions of the property. 
Because of the project’s current goals described during the site visit, Staff suspects the CRA, as the lead 
environmental agency, may determine that an Initial Study through the California Environmental Quality Act is 

warranted relative to intended uses of the property. 


http://us.f4 12.mail.yahoo.com/ym/ShowLetter?box=Inbox&MsgId-8455_47o838_88(b_l... 9/26/200 j 




ROBIN TYNER 

landscape architect 







MEMORANDUM 


Date: 

October 16, 2003 

To: 

David Judaken 

CC: 

Christy J. McAvoy 

From: 

Robin Tyner 

RE: 

Little County Church 


1750 North Argyle Avenue 


Los Angeles, California 


Per our discussion of your current permit application for Little Country Church, I have 
reviewed all available historic documents, conducted a site visit and met with Laura 
Janssen and Christy J. McAvoy of HRG to identify pertinent issues regarding the historic 
landscape. 

The Church sits on a natural plateau that was once part of the Bartlett estate. The slope 
of the plateau may contain some remnant plant species from the Bartlett era, which was 
planted as a screen for the estate home from the citrus orchards. Later terraced by the 
Church in the 1930s and 1940s. 

Significant landscape features from the period of significance (1930s) include the five 
pointed star outside the Church entrance, the circulation paving pattern, planting bed 
forms, the use of broken concrete material, and the entrances off Argyle. The site is 
intact and should be evaluated in a landscape assessment for the historic record as well 
as to access the impacts from construction. The landscape assessment will include an 
inventory of existing conditions including the identification of significant vegetation, 
paving patterns and historic integrity. Treatment recommendations may be limited 
depending on future use of the property. 

The current scope of work does not impact any part of the landscape or the paving 
patterns. A landscape assessment is not necessary for this permit application. 


Sincerely, 


Robin Tyner 
Landscape Architect 


10501 Kling Street 
Toluca Lake, California 91602 

818 761-6584 







THE REAL JOSIAH HOPKINS 


out of his dark broodings and almost bitter soliloquizing, 
came his dream of the Country Church. 

m 

He harked all the way back to Ashland Citv, I ennessee, 

J 9 

with its reality, and said to everybody, and yet to nobody, 
“Wcve lost that. So help me God, I’ll rebuild it right 
here in Hollywood. In the midst of sham and shallowness 
and soullessncss, I’ll build reality!” 

Came a friend—W. A. Barr, affectionately known to a 
host of admirers as “Billy.” Billy caught Josiah’s vision 
and backed him with sacrifice and devotion and, when the 
record is opened, it will disclose the fact that it was he 
who held up Josiah’s hands as Aaron held up the hands of 
.Moses. Later, thousands rallied with prayers and gifts and 
words of praise, but it was these two, together with Sarah, 
whose devotion never faltered, who blazed the trail. 

Came the Country Church. 

m 

Came Parson Josiah Hopkins. 

1 hat the message of the Parson of Goose Creek is 
reality, ten thousand and ten thousand stand ready to 
testify. As the spire of “The Little White Church on 
the Hill” points to the stars, so the Parson’s message 

points to the “Lamb of God, which taketh awav the sin 

* 

of the world.” And when the redeemed sing their new 
song around the throne of God, and nations and tongues 
and kindreds and tribes and peoples pour out their praise 
in thunderous volume, like the sound of many waters, ten 
thousand and a thousand will call you, Josiah Hopkins, 


blessed. 


Salutis, Josiah Hopkins. 
Salutis, Sarah Hopkins. 
Vive la Country Church! 
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Thirty 
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THE COUNTRY CHURCH OF HOLLYWOOD 


















































































